
The Seaport Boat Shop

Introductory Exhibit

Schooner Diligence

Patriots & Pirates

Navy & Ships Display

River Alive!

Small but Mighty!

Education Annex
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FIRST FLOOR
main entrance

Entrance/Exit        Emergency
Wheelchair Accessible                    Exit

Front Desk
Information  |  Tickets  |  Membership  |  Brochures  

Museum Store
ISM & Historic Ships Gear  |  Unique Gifts  |  Snacks

 Liberty Point Philadelphia (Seasonal)*
A Philadelphia Waterfront Restaurant

*entrance is outside, around the building, on the river side

Restrooms                            Elevator
Changing Station

8

8

INDEPENDENCE SEAPORT MUSEUM
(ISM)’S CAMPUS
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Museum Building

ISM Docks

Historic Ships:
Olympia and Becuna
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LANDMARKS
Hilton Hotel at Penn’s Landing

Spruce Street Harbor Park (Seasonal)

By entering the Independence Seaport Museum 
(museum building, historic ships, and docks),  
you agree to follow our Visitor Conduct and our 
Photography and Videography Policies. To read  
both in their entirety, please scan the QR Code or  
visit phillyseaport.org/plan-your-visit.   

ACCESSIBILITY

During your visit, you may be photographed or filmed by musuem staff.
We may use these images in signage, printed materials, and online
for any purpose, commercial or otherwise.

Seeking Profit and Power: Philadelphia, 
China, and the Making of America

Theater/Concert Hall

J. Welles Henderson Research Center

Education Center

Explore the 
history of  the 
Philadelphia 
region through 
the lens of the 
Delaware River. 

Small but Mighty!

Museum Store

Museum
Staff Only
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ISM’s building includes restrooms and is 
wheelchair and stroller accessible. Our 
historic ships, Olympia and Becuna, are 
not currently ADA accessible and have 
no restrooms.   



THE MOST FAMOUS VESSEL OF THE TIME

The Becuna (SS-319), a World War II-era submarine, is a Balao-class submarine 
launched on January 30, 1944, at Electric Boat Company in Groton, Connecticut, 
after nine months of construction. She was commissioned on May 27, 1944, and
sent immediately to the Pacific Theater, where she engaged the naval forces of 
Imperial Japan during World War II. Becuna completed five wartime patrols, sinking 
three and a half ships and earning four combat stars for her service.

The Olympia (C-6), a nineteenth-century cruiser, rose to fame as 
Commodore (later Admiral) George Dewey’s flagship during the Battle of 
Manila Bay on May 1, 1898. This battle not only marked the beginning of 
the Spanish-American War but also positioned America’s Navy as a world 
power. Her final act of service was the transportation of the American 
Unknown Soldier of World War I from France to the United States in1921. 
The soldier now lies entombed at Arlington National Cemetery. As Olympia 
was the most famous vessel of the time period, the selection served as a 
way to commemorate both the ship’s and soldier’s service.  
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