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FROM THE CHAIR OF THE 
BOARD OF PORT WARDENS

The journey to identify the correct question at the correct 
time is a meaningful starting point. When asked what made 
life on the water different from life on land, one mariner 
commented, “when a decision is made on the water and 
then applied on land, the outcomes are rarely worse off, 
though the opposite is certainly not true.”

At the Independence Seaport Museum (ISM) this year, we 
have observed the benefits of an engaged and dedicated 
team on and off of the water. We bring the talents of many 
individuals, including Port Wardens, committee members, 
staff, and volunteers, together to create great experiences 
for visitors, new and old. This year, in particular, we 
have numerous examples of the kind of teamwork that 
recognized the difference between decisions made on the 
water and those made on land in the context of the stories 
and experiences offered to visitors.

Our strategic plan, crafted by a team from the Board and 
staff in 2021, called for the relocation of our entrance 
to the south side of the property. Why? Because as the 
waterfront has developed over the decades, Spruce 
Street Harbor Park has become the center of events and 
activities. Relocating the museum entrance to face that area, 
particularly while public works construction is occurring 
to the north, just made sense in order to attract audiences. 
Thanks to outside financial support and lots of hard work 
from our teams, this spring we not only opened our new 
entrance but also created an incredible new introductory 
gallery that highlights who we are to visitors. The result has 
been a substantial uptick in our visitation.

The type of teamwork that happens behind the scenes, 
with engaged and dedicated people who support the 
Independence Seaport Museum, was also visible this year. 
We are so appreciative of our donors who step up every 
day and help us grow our museum along the water’s edge. 
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This spring, for example, a donor made a challenge grant to 
the organization that would be matched dollar-for-dollar by 
the donor and his wife. On our Seaport Day of Giving, we 
not only met that goal but went over the total fivefold!! The 
funding was used by the museum to support our educational 
programs and exhibitions, thus returning the value of the gift 
back to the community.

Another amazing story relates to a couple who are starting 
to think about their estate planning. This is always a sensitive 
topic and one that few of us like to think about. And yet, 
this dynamic duo decided to contact the Seaport Museum 
now to talk through how their planning could benefit us. 
Their passion for the Olympia – someday in the future – will 
be manifested by a gift to the museum that will help us to 
preserve and restore this national landmark.

Finally, I want to acknowledge the work of our Port Wardens 
– a group of eighteen dedicated volunteers who lead ISM. 
All successful non-profit boards grow and evolve over time. 
New skills are needed, and so the boards change. Our 
current Broad consists of a dedicated and hardworking team 
that is both passionate about our mission and understanding 
of the responsibilities that come with governing an agency of 
purely public charity. I thank them for their engagement and 
dedication. 

Peter Ernst
Chairman, Board of Port Wardens
Independence Seaport Museum
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FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

“The illiterate of the future will not be the person who 
cannot read. It will be the person who does not know  
how to learn.” - Alvin Toffler

What is this place about?
That was the question posed to me a few months ago by a reporter 
who was working on an article about the Independence Seaport 
Museum.  My answer came tumbling out very quickly…we are about 
teaching and learning. Noting that these words sounded identical, the 
reporter pressed me to explain.  Yes…many of our programs involve 
teaching visitors skills in our boat shop or about the history of the 
British invasion of Philadelphia in 1777.  And yet, ALL our programs 
include learning. The difference being that learning is a two-way 
street of exchanging knowledge and information, whereas teaching 
is one way. Successful educational programs in a museum have to do 
both!

Teaching and learning in practice every day!
It’s a Tuesday, and the museum is humming.  In our exhibitions, a 
group of teenage River Ambassadors led by Ruthie and the education 
staff are working with our guests to learn about water quality in 
the Delaware River. Over in the boat shop, Dave and his team are 
working with a class of students on learning the math and engineering 
skills required to build a boat. On board the historic ships, Greg and 
his team are starting the first tours of the day. In the archives, Craig 
and Sarah are working on the final take of a YouTube video about 
why dredging is important, then and now, to the story of the river. This 
diversity of activities is pretty normal at the museum. Yet all the various 
pieces share the common thread about teaching and learning with 
our guests. Maybe it is as simple as a discussion about the folk art 
watercolor in our introductory gallery.  Or maybe it is the complexity 
of talking through the global historical narrative that connects 
Olympia to America’s present position in the Pacific Rim. Either way, 
such conversations are what makes history fun and brings it to life.  

It’s all about the visitor!
This past year, we have spent a lot of time focused on how we can 
create a seamless experience for our visitors. Visitors to museums 
today have far more limitations on their time than in the past. We 
know that and want to make the experience as fulfilling as possible. 
Our entrance, curated guest ticket packages, and introductory 
exhibition are all about setting the stage for lots of learning inside and 
outside of the museum. 
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Our exhibitions—the heart and soul of the guest experience—are 
undergoing a reimaging. Studies have shown that the public trusts 
museums to provide them with factually accurate and thoughtful 
exhibitions and programs. We take that obligation seriously and invest 
considerable research on our collections to get the story correct. This 
year, our curatorial staff spent hours studying and restoring the figure 
of Mary—our iconic ship’s figurehead carving by William Rush of 
Philadelphia. Using 3D imaging and the skills of a maritime architect, 
we determined both her original appearance and how she was 
installed on a ship.

Museum research is not just about two hundred year old history 
but sometimes it is about what happened forty years ago. Take for 
example our multi-year oral history project funded by the Pew Center 
for Arts & Heritage and the William Penn Foundation, which enables 
us to collect the stories of African-Americans along the Delaware 
River waterfront since the 1960s. These stories, in danger of being 
lost forever, are being recorded for use in the 2026 expansion of our 
popular exhibit Tides of Freedom: African Presence on the Delaware 
River. 

The support of our friends.
Teaching and learning about Philadelphia’s river of history and 
world of connections does not come without a price. The support of 
our friends across the United States ensures that we can continue to 
preserve and tell the maritime stories of our region. I have had the 
great fortune to meet many of our donors this past year. Each brings 
a passion to ISM. For two donors—one in Michigan and the other in 
California—it will be about restoring Olympia’s bridge. For a local 
foundation, it is about continuing a decades-long commitment of 
supporting classroom visits to the museum by area students. Each of 
our donors brings a great passion and a personal story to the museum. 
We value that support and are eternally grateful for our donor’s vote 
of confidence in our efforts at teaching and learning. 

Onward and upward.

Peter S. Seibert
President and CEO
Independence Seaport Museum
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MUSEUM
The Independence Seaport Museum (ISM) ushered in a new fiscal year 
on July 1, 2023, and with it, a renewed interest in visitors of all ages from 
all locations looking to discover Philadelphia’s river of history and world 
of connections through the exploration of award-winning exhibits, our 
historic ships, the Olympia and the Becuna, and programming that ranged 
from on-land to on-water. Halfway through this fiscal year, the museum 
started construction on a new main entrance, accompanying lobby, and 
an introductory exhibit to better connect guests to the Delaware River and 
everything ISM has to offer. Open since March 2024, this new experience 
engages visitors as soon as they step into the building, with new views of the 
Seaport Boat Shop, our collections, and more.

11
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NEW ENTRANCE AND 
INTRODUCTORY EXHIBITION

On March 22, 2024, the Independence Seaport 
Museum opened not only a new entrance and lobby on 
the south side of the building adjacent to Spruce Street 
Harbor Park, but also an introductory exhibition that 
showcases roughly 150 items from the collections that 
had rarely, if ever, been seen before.

A goal of the most recent strategic plan, the relocation of 
the main entrance allows the museum to provide visitors 
of all ages with a more up close and personal view 
of the Delaware River; plus it helps more closely link 
our building to our historic ships, the Olympia and the 
Becuna. Just beyond the new entrance is a new lobby 
crafted with the customer experience in mind and how 
the ticket purchasing process could be streamlined. As 
part of the design, ISM installed kiosks where guests 
could purchase their tickets and have them delivered 
electronically. While public engagement representatives 
were (and are) still on-site to answer any questions, this 
feature is a great way to make the overall process faster 
and more convenient. The museum would like to thank 
A K Architecture and KMC Partners, who designed and 
constructed the entryway and lobby, respectively, and 
also the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation, whose 
generosity made this project possible.   

Upon exiting the lobby, guests are brought into the 
new introductory exhibition, where they can gain an 
understanding of the museum’s history and also what 
they will experience during their visit. Comprised of four 
galleries, each focuses on a different theme of ISM’s 
collections: Philadelphia’s American Revolutionary 
naval history, the pop culture mania for Admiral 
George Dewey, who commanded America’s naval 
forces in the Pacific during the Spanish-American War, 
the recreational use of the Delaware River, and the 
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waterway’s shipyards that have played a critical role in 
our nation’s maritime history. Highlights include a signal 
book from 1777 (one of the oldest pieces exhibited) 
that was commissioned and owned by Admiral Richard 
Howe of the Royal Navy and used during the American 
Revolutionary War. In the “Dewey-mania” section, 
commemorative medals (designed and produced by 
Tiffany and Co.) that were awarded to the 1,848 men 
who served under Commodore (later Admiral) George 
Dewey during the Battle of Manila Bay on May 1, 1898, 
are showcased. Authorized by Congress, one side 
featured Admiral Dewey’s portrait on the front and a 
sailor on the back. Each medal was personalized with the 
name and rank of those who received one.

While this exhibition focuses on highlighting items from 
the collections that haven’t been on view, the galleries 
also include objects that were previously showcased but 
can now be seen from a new perspective. Past visitors or 
members of the museum might remember seeing a carving 
of a woman holding a dove on the grand staircase. Mary 
(also known as Peace) is attributed to William Rush, who 
is regarded as America’s first sculptor. A former ship’s 
masthead, the carving is roughly 200 years old and went 
through an extensive restoration process before being 
moved to her new home in the museum, complete with a 
3D scan and printing, to fill in areas and pieces that were 
previously lost to history. Mary is now mounted in the 
gallery as she would have appeared when first installed 
on her ship in roughly the early 19th century.           

The repositioning of the main entrance and lobby, plus 
the addition of the introductory exhibition, reinforces 
the Independence Seaport Museum’s commitment to 
providing the best experience possible for visitors of all 
ages. As we continue to plan for the future, this will always 
be top of mind and one of our guiding principles.     
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MUSEUM ADMISSIONS

The museum’s ticket packages, which were enacted last 
year, still resonate with guests as a customizable and 
cost-effective way to visit the Independence Seaport 
Museum. Because of these packages, we also continue 
to see an influx of online sales, especially during our 
peak season.    

Total Visitation 52,600
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ON-WATER PROGRAMMING

The Independence Seaport Museum’s on-water 
offerings returned for another year, with options for 
all ages. Experienced paddlers, along with a guide, 
explored the Delaware River first-hand, with guided 
excursions up and down the waterway. For those 
wanting a more casual outing, Paddle Penn’s Landing 
offered paddlers the ability to stay in the museum’s 
protected basin while getting an up-close-and-personal 
look at Olympia and Becuna in a swan boat.  
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING

SAILOR
The Independence Seaport Museum continued its mission of 
educating the next generation of future leaders through our 
SAILOR program, run in the Seaport Boat Shop.  

Designed for high school aged-participants, SAILOR connects 
students to the water through wooden boatbuilding. This hands-
on model encourages growth in the sciences, mathematics, and 
engineering through team building and problem-solving. 

RIVER AMBASSADORS
The River Ambassadors is a ten-week work-and-learn summer 
program at the Independence Seaport Museum for Philadelphia 
high school students in grades 10-12. The program put equal 
emphasis on academic, professional, trade, and 21st-century 
life skills. Ambassadors trained in community-based leadership, 
research, and museum education to put on lessons for the 
public in our Citizen Science Lab. Additionally, Ambassadors 
water tested for temperature, nutrient levels, and coliform 
bacteria. They collected this data to monitor fluctuations in the 
Delaware River throughout the summer. The students finished the 
program empowered as environmental ambassadors to their 
neighborhoods and schools.

Lead support for Independence Seaport Museum’s River 
Ambassadors is provided by the William Penn Foundation. 
Support also provided by The W. W. Smith Charitable Trust, 
The Hamilton Family Charitable Trust, The Arcadia Foundation, 
The Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation, and The 
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation.
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THE SEAPORT BOAT SHOP

The Seaport Boat Shop is dedicated to the skills and 
traditions of wooden boat building and sailing in the 
Delaware Valley and the New Jersey shore. Open to 
the public, visitors can interact with boat builders as 
they work on various projects at any point during their 
time at ISM. Additionally, adult programming, offered 
throughout the year, allowed participants the ability to 
learn about this time-honored craft.

Screws Installed 523
Gallons of Wood Shavings 100
Bungs Glued, Trimmed, and Sanded 120
Feet of Planks Milled 75
Pencils Worn Down to a Nub 83
Gallons of Sealer, Paint, and Varnish 8
Irritating Splinters Removed

Cups of Coffee Drank
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COLLECTIONS
Over the years, the Independence Seaport Museum has actively acquired 
artifacts and works of art that support its mission. Today, the museum’s 
collections include over 10,000 objects and one million documents, 
including the historic Olympia, the oldest floating steel warship in the world, 
and the Becuna, a World War II-era submarine. 

23
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THE YEAR IN COLLECTIONS

What do a torpedo gyroscope, a painting of a Chinese junk, and a pair of 
sailor’s pants have in common? They are all recent purchases or donations to 
the Independence Seaport Museum! 

In 2023-24, the museum brought in a record number of new objects and 
documents for our collections. While some are substantial in size, others could 
fit into a shoebox. And yet each one shares a common history that connects 
them to our mission of discovering Philadelphia’s river of history and world of 
connections. 

We know that people come to museums to see objects. 
Mind you, we are not talking about antiquarianism—that passion for lots of 
things just for the sake of owning them. Rather, we are constantly surrounded 
by objects (cars, boats, clothing, books), and thus, we are curious about them. 
How were they made? Where were they used? Who owned them? Answering 
those questions (using the best research available) is what museums are 
fundamentally about. We connect the dots between the material world and 
human experience.

Take, for example, the painting we acquired of a Chinese junk, or sailing vessel. 
It was painted by one of perhaps several dozen unknown Chinese artists 
who worked in the 18th and early 19th centuries. American and European 
ship captains commissioned these artists to paint their vessels to remember 
their trading voyages to China. The example we acquired is a small painting 
dating from the 19th century and probably commissioned by an American 
sea captain. While there are a fair number of Chinese-painted clipper ship 
paintings, there are relatively few of sailing junks. Thus, when we look at the 
painting, we can see it as a visual snapshot of what a junk under sail in the 
early 19th century looked like. It also helps us to understand how Western ship 
captains were startled when they first encountered these unique ships at sea. It 
is a simple painting that reveals a great deal about both the maker and owner.  

Thank you to our donors!
The museum is grateful to the many donors of both objects and financial 
support whose generosity enables us to collect these items and tell their stories. 
This year, thanks to the support of Hannah Henderson, a Trustee Emeritus of 
the Board of Port Wardens, we were able to build our collections of materials 
related to the China trade. Her generosity enabled us to not only acquire the 
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painting of the junk but also more than a dozen other examples of ceramics 
made in China for the Philadelphia market. 

We also want to thank Dona File, a friend of the museum, who donated 
an incredibly rare pair of trousers to the museum. Military uniforms, 
particularly those worn during the 19th century, are uncommon. In many 
cases, uniforms were worn after a soldier or sailor left service until they 
were eventually discarded when they were worn out. This was particularly 
true when it came to trousers. Dona’s ancestor was a sailor on the USS 
Young Rover during the Civil War. A native of Philadelphia, after his service 
ended, he returned home and packed his pants away, perhaps to be worn 
on a special occasion. Those same pants were passed by him to his son 
and so on down the family tree until they reached Dona. She wanted to 
ensure that they would be both preserved and seen by future generations.

The museum’s single largest artifact in its collections is the Olympia. Taking 
up more square footage than all our other collections combined, it requires 
tremendous time and attention by our staff. When Olympia came to the 
museum in the 1990s, many of her historic fittings had been removed. 
Some, like the guns, were stripped by the navy when she was moved to 
the “mothball” fleet at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. Others were sold off 
in the 1920s and 1930s as a result of various refitting’s. We continue to 
hunt to restore those items to the ship. This year, we acquired two exciting 
treasures that reveal to us a great deal about her history. First is a bound 
book containing all the Navy Department’s orders to her during the 
Spanish-American War. Considering the distance those orders had to 
travel (from Washington to the Philippines), the book is both a rare and 
fascinating insight into how the ship functioned. The second item was 
acquired at a public sale held in a London auction house. It is a very rare…
perhaps unique…gyroscope used for launching torpedoes. Many people 
do not realize that Olympia had been fitted to fire torpedoes at one point 
in her history. This cased gyroscope is of the exact type that would have 
been used on the cruiser to accurately fire one of her torpedoes. A rare 
find that we were able to bring back to the ship and thus helped in our 
understanding of how Olympia’s systems functioned.

These wonderful objects and their stories are just part of what makes 
the Independence Seaport Museum such an exceptional institution. The 
Delaware River is millions of years old. The story of man on the river 
is considerably less than that. Here, thanks to our donors and through 
research and study, we work to tell the stories of humankind’s history along 
the Delaware. 
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Here are some highlights of new acquisitions that 
took place during the year:

2024.010
Olympia Order Book
Museum purchase.
Collections Category: Olympia
This order book, dating to 1897-1899, was a means of organizing 
the paper orders from the Asiatic Squadron. Types of orders include: 
Squadron General, Squadron Special, and Squadron Circular; the 
book also contains regulations from the Navy. 

2024.020
Navy Issue Pants  
and Accompanying Documents
Gift of Dona File.
Collections Category: Military – Navy

These white linen Navy-issued pants belonged to 
Charles File of Philadelphia, and date to the Civil War. 
They are incredibly rare, as military issued pants were 
typically worn post-service as everyday clothing, until 
they wore out; these pants, however, were saved by File 
and his descendants in a chest, coming to ISM along 
with photographs of File. 
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2024.025
Painting – Ship at Sea, Chinese
Acquired through the generosity of Hannah Henderson.
Collections Category: Commerce
This oil painting dates to the mid-1800s and is by an unidentified 
Chinese painter. The picture is painted in the western style, employing 
an expressive perspective and atmospheric representation. Spotting 
this kind of vessel would have been a western ship’s crew first 
encounter with another culture, very different than their own.

2024.035
Whitehead Torpedo Gyroscope
Museum purchase.
Collections Category: Olympia

This rare surviving torpedo 
gyroscope manufactured by 
Whitehead Torpedo Works in 
Weymouth, England. The device 
would have been calibrated by an 
officer, to be installed within the 
torpedo prior to launch. Olympia 
was equipped with Whitehead 
torpedoes before her refit in 1899. 
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HISTORIC SHIPS

Olympia and Becuna continue to inspire all visitors 
who climb aboard, whether through guided tours, self-
exploration, or year-round pop-up programming.  This 
year, in particular, marked a special milestone for 
“Becky” as she celebrated her 80th commissioning 
anniversary in May.  The Independence Seaport 
Museum and partners United States Submarine 
Veterans, Inc. Keystone Base, The Chapel of Four 
Chaplains, and Sprinkled Sweetness held a ceremony 
to celebrate the occasion on May 25, 2024.  We 
gathered to honor all those stationed on Becuna during 
the 25 years she was an active-duty vessel and to 
acknowledge the service she continues to perform 
today, educating younger generations on subjects 
ranging from history to science to technology.  

Photos of Becuna’s 80th commissioning anniversary 
courtesy of Kitt Gee and USSVI Keystone Base.
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DEVELOPMENT
The museum is grateful to our many donors, members, and friends who 
have supported us. Their support has enabled us to continue providing both 
exceptional programs and exhibitions, as well as ensuring that our world-class 
collections are preserved for generations to come. During this fiscal year, the 
Development team worked closely with museum staff to keep in contact with 
and connect to our supporters and friends. In addition, the museum actively 
pursued funders for key projects, including the ongoing restoration of the 
Olympia, K-12 educational programming, and collections care and growth. 



32

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
100,000 OR MORE
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage         
The Richard C. von Hess Foundation
The William Penn Foundation    
 
50,000-99,999
Institute of Museum and Library Services             
PA Department of Community and Economic Development     
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission 

25,000-49,999
Eastern Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters   
Mr. and Mrs. Peter H. Havens
Peter R. & Cynthia K. Kellogg Foundation
McLean Contributionship             
National Philanthropic Trust        
John R. and Lisa C. Peracchio      
U.S. Navy Cruiser Sailors Assn.   

10,000-24,999
BNY Mellon       
Caroline and Peter Ernst
Mrs. Debbie Gibbons-Neff
Helen D. Groome Beatty Trust
H.F. Lenfest Fund             
McCausland Foundation              
Peter McCausland
Mr. and Mrs. James W. McLane                
Philadelphia Cultural Fund
The Stewart Huston Charitable Trust      
Whitehall Foundation, Inc.          

5,000-9,999
Courtney Disston
Elliot’s Vending Company, Inc.
Filipino Executive Council of Greater Philadelphia             
Hon. James T. Giles (Ret.)
Mr. Brett J. Gorman and Dr. Erika Lindholm
Hannah L. Henderson   
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Huber
The Lunbeck Charitable Fund     
Elizabeth A. and James E. Lunbeck           
Jamie McDonald
The Philadelphia Foundation
Hon. Judge Annette Rizzo and Brian Reidy
Andrew and Margie Rooke          
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Rugby Street Foundation, Inc.
Vanguard Charitable
Withington Foundation, Inc.       
Ken and Teresa Wood

1,000-4,999
Thomas G. Ashton          
Bank of America
Lauren Brody and Max K. Kaiserman
Buckley and Company Inc.
Lori E. Cohen    
Community Foundation of New Jersey  
John and Karen Cunningham      
John C. Devereux            
Morris and Susan Disston
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation              
Essex County Community Foundation
Fox Rothschild LLP          
Huber Family Charitable Fund
John Callahan Memorial Sailing Fund
Maritime Academy Charter High School
J. Timothy and Cyd McGrath
Megan E. Gorman & Roger J. Nabedian Charitable Fund 
John F. Meigs and Carolyn Adams
Benjamin R. and Meta Neilson
Nicole Offerman
The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America
Jim Paterno
Mr. and Mrs. Lanny R. Patten
Prudent Management Associates
Quaker City Foundation
The Rorer Foundation, Inc.
Schwab Charitable Fund
Paul Snitzer
South Jersey Port Corporation
Stockton Real Estate Advisors
Switlik Foundation
Tompkins Insurance Agencies Inc.
Wiederseim Associates, Inc.
George H. Wimberg Funeral Home

Gifts in Kind
Campo’s Philly Cheesesteaks
Ocean City Yacht Club
Talula’s Daily
Thomas F. Margiotti
Yards Brewing Company
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COCKTAILS  
AND CRUSTACEANS

The Independence Seaport Museum hosted our first-
ever lobster boil event, Cocktails & Crustaceans, on 
May 16. The museum is grateful to all the sponsors 
and ticket buyers of this special event, all of whom 
made meaningful contributions to the museum, while 
also dining together on over 150 lobsters. Sponsors 
and supporters of this event helped ensure that the 
ships keep floating, the stories get told, and our 
region’s history lives on!

PRESIDENT’S DINNER 

While the foundation of any museum includes the 
collections, exhibitions, and programming, the real 
heart and soul of ISM is our friends and supporters. 
They bring the passion that makes this place and 
everything we do come to life!

On October 17, at the Philadelphia Club, we held our 
first annual black-tie President’s Dinner to thank you, 
our generous supporters and friends. There was no 
program or a specific “ask,” but rather a night filled 
with appreciation, fine food, drink, and friendship. 
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SEAPORT DAY OF GIVING 

On June 18, the Independence Seaport Museum 
held our second annual Seaport Day of Giving. We 
invited supporters to give before the end of our fiscal 
year on June 30. This year, the museum received a 
challenge grant from an anonymous donor in the 
amount of $25,000 in honor of his vessel Silent 
Maid. 

Thanks to our donors, we were able to match 
a challenge grant, but also far surpassed that 
benchmark, raising instead over $160,000! Gifts 
to this year’s Seaport Day of Giving will support the 
museum and its mission to discover Philadelphia’s 
river of history and world of connections. We 
would like to thank all of our generous donors who 
supported this initiative and made it a huge success.
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MEMBERSHIP

SUSTAINING 
George J. Ahern
Richard J. Bernal
William B. Chandlee
John J. and Karen Cunningham
Harry E. and Louise L. Hill
John T. Lehman and Christine Carlson
James and Sharon Maida
John R. and Lisa Peracchio
Joanne and Wade Phillips

CONTRIBUTING
Scott and Sandra R. Adzick
Steven and Anne Docimo
Kyle Kane and Lauren Hughes
David M. Kavanagh and Beth McCarron
Jeffrey S. and Rosemary Moller
Roger Moore, M.D. and Jonni Moore Ph.D.
Nace and Regina Mullen
Michelle and Keith Niedermeier
Frank Niepold
Robert M. and Susan Peck
Timothy M. and Katherine Richards
Robert Schneider and Roberta Benjamin
Darrell A. and Ada S. Sykes
Donna Vecere
Elizabeth and Donald Weiner
Mark Weiss

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
COMMANDER’S CIRCLE
Fox Rothschild LLP

ENSIGN’S CIRCLE
Access XP
Bank of America
Blank Rome LLP
KDI Office Technology
Maritime Exchange for the Delaware River & Bay
Pennsylvania Lumbermens Mutual Insurance Company
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In the summer of 2023, we started a successful new event 
series for members: Happy Hour and Tours! Supported by 
Yards Brewing Company, members enjoy a happy hour aboard 
Olympia or in the museum, followed by special tours by our 
expert staff. Tours have included behind-the-scenes looks at 
Olympia, Becuna, At the Water’s Edge: Working and living 
along the Delaware River, and Patriots and Pirates. Additionally, 
in December 2023, we celebrated our members with the first 
annual Member Appreciation Month. These events, along with 
our Early Morning Openings, member sails, and exhibition 
openings, provide important moments for the Independence 
Seaport Museum to engage with our dedicated supporters and 
offer members special opportunities to enjoy all we have to offer. 

MEMBER EVENTS
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FINANCE
What follows is the Independence Seaport Museum’s audit for July 1, 2023 – 
June 30, 2024, prepared by WithumSmith+Brown, PC.

Independence Seaport Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, Federal Tax ID 
#23-1584971. Official registration and financial information may be obtained from 
the PA Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  
Registration does not imply endorsement. 











































Discovering Philadelphia’s river 
of history and world of connections.



61
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