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Welcome New and Renewing Members
Seaport Museum membership is booming and we thank all the members who have joined or renewed since April 2008.  To renew, join, or give a gift membership, please contact the 
Membership Department at membership@phillyseaport.org, 215.413.8626, or www.phillyseaport.org/membership.

List as of August 8.  Please contact membership@phillyseaport.org or 
215.413.8626 to correct misspellings or omissions.

Independence Seaport Museum Annual Appeal

Independence Seaport Museum has had a successful and productive year, which would 
not have been possible without the support of members and friends.  We also invite you to
make a secure Annual Appeal donation online at www.phillyseaport.org/appeal.

Thank you for your generosity!  

Name____________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________  State_______  Zip ________________________

Telephone________________________ Email_ __________________________________________

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution for $___________________________________________

Please make check to “Independence Seaport Museum” or charge:

____Visa   ____ MasterCard   ____ American Express

Card #______________________________________Exp. Date______________ Code___________  

Name on Card_____________________________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________________________

Please mail completed form & donation to:	  
Independence Seaport Museum 
Annual Appeal 
211 S. Columbus Blvd. & Walnut St. 
Philadelphia, PA  19106	

Staff Happenings

Independence Seaport 
Museum welcomes a group of 
new staffers and congratulates 

others on their promotions.

New Visitor Services Manager 
Daniel Corti, who helps manage 
ticketing, admissions, Museum 
store operations, and guest 
services, worked at The Franklin 
Institute and most recently 
was Admissions Manager at 
Please Touch Museum.  Visitor 
Services Representatives Miriam 
Klingler, a recent University 
of the Arts graduate, and Janet 
Topel, who worked most 
recently with school groups at 
Colonial Pennsylvania Plantation 
in Edgemont, work at the 
Museum’s front desk, Museum 
store, and ships’ ticket booths.

Historic Ships Assistant Manager 
John Laurino is a former 
professional ship rigger and 
arborist and long-time volunteer 
on the tall ship Gazela, berthed 
in the Delaware River just outside 
the Museum. His extensive 
maritime experience and skills 
are much valued in the ongoing 
preservation and interpretation 
efforts on the Seaport’s two 
ships, the Spanish-American War 
Cruiser Olympia and the World 
War II Submarine Becuna.

Captain Matt Miser is an 
experienced sailor who works 
weekends with the Education 
Department giving Museum and 
ship tours.

Bill Ward, who has been an 
educator at the Seaport for 
36 years, was named Curator 
of Education following 
the departure of Margaux 
DelCollo, who left to accept 
a similar position at the Civil 
War and Underground Railroad 
Museum of Philadelphia.  Ward 
is in charge of developing lessons 
and educational programming 
for the Museum.

Tyra Karp, who formerly 
worked in the Museum’s Visitor 
Services Department, is now 
Group Sales Manager, handling 
school bookings and working 
to develop a formal group tour 
program for adult and older 
student groups.

Courtney Smerz, who joined 
the staff in June 2007 as Project 
Archivist, was promoted to 
Reference and Processing 
Archivist.  She has worked in 
archives in Philadelphia for the 
past five years and has a Master’s 
degree in American History.
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