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Biographical Note: Joseph Stickney grew up in Illinois and as a young man, entered the United States
Naval Academy at Annapolis. He graduated from the Academy in 1862 as a midshipman, and rose to
the rank of lieutenant before being leaving the Navy to pursue a career as a newspaper reporter.
Stickney served a number of years as the London correspondent for the Chicago Tribune. In 1898, he
reported for the Chicago Tribune from the bridge of Admiral George Dewey's flagship Olympia during
the Battle of Manila Bay. The Chicago Tribune was the first newspaper to break the news of the
American victory at Manila Bay, securing Stickney a place in history. Stickney went on to publish a
book in 1899, Life and Glorious Deeds of Admiral Dewey, a biography of Dewey and an account of the
Battle of Manila Bay. He continued to work as a newsman until his death on May 25, 1907 at the age
of 58.

Joseph Stickney married Edith Cooley, and the couple had at least two children, sons Clifford and
Brewster Stickney.

Scope and Content: This collection includes materials related to Stickney's news coverage of the
Battle of Manila Bay in 1898 and the 2™ Boer War in South Africa in 1899. Stickney's typewritten
notes, as well as telegraphs, letters, newsclippings, and photographs make up the bulk of the collection.
Noteworthy among these are a set of glass lantern slides made from the original photos taken by
Stickney while onboard the Olympia during the Battle of Manila Bay. These are the same photographs
that appear in Stickney's book Life and Glorious Deeds of Admiral Dewey. Also of interest is an
original script from from the radio program Historical Flashback — The Battle of Manila Bay broadcast
on June 15, 1930 from REIS WLW Studio. In the set of documents pertaining to the 2" Boer War,
there is series of love letters written by Stickney to an unnamed woman while Stickney was working as



a news correspondent during the war. These romantic letters offer a glimpse into the personal life of
Stickney, revealing his thoughts and feelings while traveling under dangerous conditions in South
Africa.

The remainder of the collection consists of snapshots, postcards, and diaries from the Stickney family
and the Cooley family (Joseph Stickney's wife's family).

The collection also includes two cap ribbons, one from the USS Kearsarge and one from the Saale of
the Norddeutscher Llyod line, and two linen napkins embroidered with “Erasporte Manila
Comandante.” A Dewey Medal with original case, engraved “Joseph L. Stickney, Voluntary Aide to
Commodore,” is housed in the Curatorial Department.

Arrangement Note: This collection is arranged in two series: Joseph Stickney Papers and Family
Papers. The first series consists of Joseph Stickney's personal and business notes and letters, including
documents related to his career in the United States Navy and as a newspaper reporter. This series is
arranged into four subseries: Battle of Manila Bay, 2" Boer War, Cruise Memorabilia, and
Miscellaneous Documents and Photos. The subseries Battle of Manila Bay and 2™ Boer War contain
photos, notes, correspondence, and other documents related to Stickney's news coverage of the two
events. These subseries are arranged chronologically, and only contain material created during the
Battle of Manila Bay in 1898 and the 2" Boer War in 1899-1900. Cruise Memorabilia consists of
menus, passenger lists, and other ephemera collected by Stickney while traveling aboard ocean liners
between 1899 and 1903. All other documents related to Stickney's career are found in the
Miscellaneous Documents and Photos subseries, including material related to the Battle of Manila Bay
and the 2" Boer War that was created after the events.

Family Papers contain family snapshots, postcards, and diaries, as well as other documents related to
the Stickney family, but not to Joseph Stickney himself.

Box and Folder List:

I.A. Joseph Stickney Papers: Battle of Manila Bay,1898

Title Date Box Folder

Photographs. 1898 1 20

“Photo, Returning from boat expedition, Villefranch, 1898 1 F:20E: 1

France” (print of slide #5).

Photo, “Group near forward turret” (print of slide 1898 1 F:20E: 2

#6).

Photo, “Bugler, Orderly, Quartermaster, and Purdy” 1898 1 F:20E:3

(print of slide #8).

Photo, “Chaplain Reaney in stateroom” (print of 1898 1 F:20E: 4

slide #12).

Photo, “Commodore's cabin, with table set for 1898 1 F:20E:5

dinner” (print of slide #16).

Photo, “View of bridge from amidships, showing 1898 1 F:20E: 6

where rigging was out” (print of slide #18).



Photo, “After bridge. (Brumby and Scott at signals)” 1898 1 F:20E:7
(print of slide #20).

Photo, “Standard compass [binnacle]” (print of slide 1898 1 F:20E: 8
#21). 1:2
Photo, “Standard compass [binnacle]” (print of slide 1898 1 F:20E: 9
#21). 2:2
Photo, Dewey's desk on board the Olympia. 1898 1 F:20E: 10
Photo, Dewey's cabin on board the Olympia. 1898 1 F:20E: 11
List of photographs taken during the Battle of Manila 1898 1 21
Bay.
Account of the Battle of Manila Bay. 1898 1 22
“Three Boys at Manila.” 1898 1 23
Scrapbook, “Dispatches to New York Herald from 1898 3
Manila.”
The Bounding Billow, “The Battle of Manila Bay.” June 1898 1 24
Newsclippings, Admiral Dewey's victory at Manila Bay. 1898, n.d. 1 25
Proof for preface and Chapters 1-3 for Stickney's book 1898 1 26
Life and Glorious Deeds of Admiral Dewey, Monarch
Publishers.
Editorial review of Stickney's Life and Glorious Deeds of July 16, 1899 1 27
Admiral Dewey, in the Toledo Sunday Journal.
Glass Slides Box Notes. n.d. 7 1
Glass Slides #1. “Dewey's cablegram.” 1:2 1898 7 2
Glass Slides #1. “Dewey's cablegram.” (duplicate) 2:2 1898 7 3
Glass Slides #2. “Hongkong harbor from the shore.” 1898 7 4
Glass Slides #3. “Hongkong from the water.” 1898 7 5
Glass Slides #4. “Marine Guard.” 1:2 1898 7 6
Glass Slides #4. “Marine Guard.” (duplicate) 2:2 1898 7 7
Glass Slides #5 “Returning from boat expedition, 1898 7 8
Villefranch, France.”
Glass Slides #6. “Group near forward turret.” 1:2 1898 7 9
Glass Slides #6. “Group near forward turret.” (duplicate) 1898 7 10
2:2
Glass Slides #7. “Blue-jackets and mascot 'Sagasta’.” 1:2 1898 7 11
Glass Slides #7. “Blue-jackets and mascot 'Sagasta’.” 1898 7 12
(duplicate) 2:2
Glass Slides #8. “Bugler, Orderly, Quartermaster, and 1898 7 13

Purdy.” 1:2



Glass Slides #8. “Bugler, Orderly, Quartermaster, and
Purdy.” (duplicate) 2:2

Glass Slides #9. “Captain Charles V. Gridley. His
services and death.”

Glass Slides #10. “Commander Benjamin P. Lamberton.”

1:2

Glass Slides #10. “Commander Benjamin P. Lamberton.”

(duplicate) 2:2
Glass Slides #11. “Gridley, Lamberton, and Rees.” 1:2

Glass Slides #11. “Gridley, Lamberton, and Rees.”
(duplicate) 2:2

Glass Slides #12. “Chaplain Reaney in stateroom.”
Glass Slides #13. “Lieutenant T.M. Brumby.” 1:2

Glass Slides #13. “Lieutenant T.M. Brumby.” (duplicate)

2:2
Glass Slides #14. “Commodore’s aide, snapped by
Ensign Scott, during the action.”

Glass Slides #15. “Rear Admiral Montojo.”

Glass Slides #16. “Commodore's cabin, with table set for

dinner.” 1:2

Glass Slides #16. “Commodore's cabin, with table set for

dinner.” (duplicate) 2:2
Glass Slides #17. “View looking out of Captain
Lamberton's cabin.” 1:2

Glass Slides #17. “View looking out of Captain
Lamberton's cabin.” 2:2

Glass Slides #18. “View of bridge from amidships,
showing where rigging was cut.” 1:2

Glass Slides #18. “View of bridge from amidships,
showing where rigging was cut.” 2:2

Glass Slides #19. “Olympia’s bridge taken from
forward.” 1:2

Glass Slides #19. “Olympia’s bridge taken from
forward.” (duplicate) 2:2

Glass Slides #20. “After bridge (Brumby and Scott at
signals).” 1:2

Glass Slides #20. “After bridge (Brumby and Scott at
signals).” (duplicate) 2:2

Glass Slides #21. “Standard compass [binnacle].” 1:2
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Glass Slides #21.
(duplicate) 2:2

Glass Slides #22.

“Standard compass [binnacle].”

“Where another piece of shell struck

the deck. Chain armor. Torpedo.” 1:2

Glass Slides #22.

“Where another piece of shell struck

the deck. Chain armor. Torpedo.” (duplicate) 2:2

Glass Slides #23.
Glass Slides #24.

“The Baltimore.”
“Concord's boats etc the morning after

the battle. Commander Walker.”

Glass Slides #25.

“Shothole through the Boston's

foremast. On fire during fight.”

Glass Slides #26.

“Boston’s boats etc the morning after

the battle. Captain Frank Wildes.”

Glass Slides #27.
Glass Slides #27.
2:2

Glass Slides #28.
Glass Slides #29.

Glass Slides #30.
after battle.”

Glass Slides #31.
Glass Slides #31.
2:2

Glass Slides #32.

Glass Slides #33.
(after battle).”

Glass Slides #34.
photographed).”

Glass Slides #35.
Luzon.”

Glass Slides #36.
Glass Slides #37.
Glass Slides #38.

Glass Slides #38.
(duplicate) 2:2

Glass Slides #39.
Glass Slides #40.
Glass Slides #41.

“Olympia in time of peace.” 1:2
“Olympia in time of peace.” (duplicate)

“Olympia the morning after the fight.”
“Stern view of Reina Cristina.”
“Broadside view of Reina Cristina

“Castilla (before taking).” 1:2
“Castilla (before taking).” (duplicate)

“Castilla (after taking).”
Isla de Cuba and Don Juan de Austria

“Marquis del Duero (still burning when
“Guns dismounted aboard the Isla de

“Burning Spanish ships.”
“Burying the Spanish dead.”
“General chart of Manila Bay.” 1:2
“General chart of Manila Bay.”

“Corner of Cavite Navy Yard.”
“Cavite Headquarters.”
“Filipinos looting Cavite.”
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Glass Slides #42. “Baltimore's Marine Guard.” 1898 8 19
Glass Slides #43. “Aguinaldo.” 1898 8 20
Glass Slides #44. “Filipino pass.” 1898 8 21
Glass Slides #45. “Corregidor Island.” 1898 8 22
Glass Slides #47. “Chart covering scene of battle.” 1:2 1898 8 23
Glass Slides #47. “Chart covering scene of battle.” 1898 8 24
(duplicate) 2:2
Glass Slides #48. “Olympia’s fighting fore-top.” 1898 8 25
Glass Slides #49. “Baltimore hitting the Reina Cristina.” 1898 8 26
Glass Slides #50. “Olympia'‘s men cheering the 1898 8 27
Baltimore.”
Glass Slides #51. “Raleigh in battle. Captain Joseph B. 1898 8 28
Coghlan.”
Glass Slides [#52]. Fragment [may be “The Baltimore in  [1898] 8 29
battle. Captain N.M. Dyer”].
Glass Slides #53. “Turret's crew taking a breathing spell. 1898 8 30
Preparing to anchor.”
Glass Slides #54. “Dewey receiving report on 1898 8 31
ammunition.”
Glass Slides #55. “Baltimore engaging batteries.” 1898 8 32
Glass Slides #56. “Petrel passing the Baltimore.” 1898 8 33
Glass Slides #57. “Cavite Navy Yard and sheers where 1898 8 34
surrender flag was hoisted.” 1:2
Glass Slides #57. “Cavite Navy Yard and sheers where 1898 8 35
surrender flag was hoisted.” (duplicate) 2:2
Glass Slides #58. “Commaodore (now Admiral) George 1898 8 36
Dewey.”
Glass Slides Unidentified naval ship. [1898] 8 37
Glass Slides View of unidentified harbor from shore. [1898] 8 38
1.B. Joseph Stickney Papers: 2" Boer War, 1899

Title Date Box Folder
Certificate declaring Stickney a United States 1899 1 28
Ambassador.
Letters from Stickney while in South Africa to an Oct. 5, [1899] 1 29
unidentified woman. to

Dec. 27, [1899]
Telegraphs sent and received by Stickney in South Africa. 1899 - 1900 1 30



Correspondence and accounts of the 2™ Boer War from
Stickney to the Chicago Record and Harper’s Weekly.

Scrapbook. “New York Herald Dispatches and Record
and Editorials.”

Photographs
Photo, “Howick Falls 360ft fall.”
Photo, “14™ Battery.”
Photo, “Back Beach.”
Photo, “Bread tree.”

Photo, “Here lieth the remains of those killed in the
Armoured Train, Nov. 15" 1899.”

Photo, Troops marching on dirt road.

Photo, Portrait of native African.

Photo, “Hindi waiter at Imperial Hotel, Durban.”
Photo, Line of troops on horseback.

Photo, Native African rickshaw drivers.

Photo, “Native Police, Durban.”

Photo, Troops marching through town.

Photo, “Boers in the field, without tents, round
Ladysmith.”

Photo, “Frere Bridge destroyed by the Boers.”
Photo, “Camp Frere.”

Photo, Native African village.

Photo, Troops firing a cannon.

Photo, Boer atop a horse.

Photo, “Amajuba Hill.”

Photo, Onlookers surrounding a cannon at
Ladysmith.

Photo, “Barkly Bridge.”

Photo, “The Battle of Colenso — Fought Dec. 15"
1899 (right half of panorama).”

Photo, “The Battle of Colenso — Fought Dec. 15"
1899 (left half of panorama).”

Photo, Cargo train.

Photo, “Tugela River Ford.”
Photo, Armored Train.
Photo, “Armoured Train.”
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Photo, “Grave, Armoured Train Disaster.” 1899

Photo, Transvaal burghers, the Natal Frontier.” 1899
Photo, “Durban.” 1899
Photo, Unidentified Hindi woman. 1899
Photo, “Native Laundry.” 1899
Photo, “Landscape in Africa.” 1899
Photo, Soldiers outside of tent. 1899
Photo, Troops marching through settlement. 1899
Photo, “Transport Frere.” 1899
Photo, Unidentified ship. 1899
Photo, Destroyed bridge. 1899
Photo, “President [Paul Kruger].” 1899
Newsclippings. 1899
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I.C. Joseph Stickney Papers: Miscellaneous Documents and Photos, 1862-1930

Title Date
Copies of Stickney's Naval Certificates Sept. 1862
“Revised Rules for Newspaper Correspondents at the 1889
Seat of War.”
Business correspondence. 1898, 1900
Scrapbook, “Record Letters & Editorials.” 1900
Letter to Stickney from Admiral Dewey. 1900
Photo, Snapshots of Admiral Dewey n.d. [ca. 1900]
“Qutfit of the War Correspondent.” n.d. [ca 1900]

Menus and program, Dinners in honor of Admiral Dewey 1901, 1905, n.d.

and the anniversary of the Battle of Manila Bay.
Scrapbook, Chicago Evening Post. 1905

Letter to Edith Stickney regarding a certificate for Joseph 1917
Stickney from the Society of Manila Bay.

Certificate inducting Joseph Stickney into the Society of n.d.
Manila Bay.

“Saving the Olympia for the 'Harbor of Fame',” The Sept. 7, 1929
Literary Digest.
Radio Program Script, “Historical Flashback — The June 15, 1930

Battle of Manila Bay.”
Sketches and Drawings. n.d.
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Miscellaneous Photos.
Photo, Unidentified man.
Photo, “East Shore — Straits of Messenia.”
Photo, Piano.
Photo, “Imperial Hotel — Tokyo.”
Photo, Unidentified ship.

Photo, “Letter writing and the interior of a Japanese
home.”

Photo, Unidentified park.

Photo, Unidentified dog.

Photo, “Street view in Port Said.”
Photo, Unidentified sailors at a cafe.
Photo, Dachshund.

Photo, “A Royal Funeral.”

Photo, Unidentified port.

Photo, Unidentified sailor with pig [aboard
Olympia?]

Photo, Unidentified men uniform.
Photo, Unidentified sailors marching.
Photo, Unidentified sailors marching.
Photo, Unidentified house.
Photo, Group portrait of United States presidents.

Photo, “View of the Jeannette Monument, looking
toward the [United States] Naval Academy,” Anapolis.

Cap Ribbon, USS Kearsarge.

Cap Ribbon, Saale Norddeutscher Lloyd line.
Linen Napkin, “Erasporte Manila Comandante.”
Linen Napkin, “Erasporte Manila Comandante.”

I.D. Joseph Stickney Papers: Cruise Memorabilia, 1899-1903

Title
Menus, SS Saale, Norddeutscher Lloyd Line.
Menus, [French mail ship]

Passenger list, Mail steamship Aller, Norddeutscher
Lloyd Line, Genoa to New York.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

July 4, 1899
July 8-10, 1899
Sept. 7, 1899
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Passenger list, RMS Kinfauns Castle, Castle Line,
London to Natal, South Africa.

Passenger lists and menus, RPD Herzog, Deutsche Ost-
Afrika Line.

Passenger list and menus, Steamer First Bismark,
Hamburg-Amerika Line, Genoa to New York.

Menus, Mail steamer Pretoria, Hamburg-Amerika Line.

Il. Family Papers, 1825-1992

Title
“C.J. Cooley's Scrapbook”
Journal of an unidentified woman.
Letter of Recommendation for Elizabeth Cooley.
Cooley Family history notes.

Certificate awarding Brewster Stickney the rank of
Second Lieutenant, Field Artillery in the Army of the
United States.

Certificate awarding Brewster Stickney the rank of
Major, Field Artillery in the Corps of Cadets of the
University of Illinois.

Certificate awarding Brewster Stickney the rank of
Captain in the Illinois National Guard

Funeral announcements for Brewster Stickney and
Priscilla Brettell Stickney

Portraits.
Photo, Joseph L. Stickney.
Photo, “Grandmother [Cooley], Edith, Charlie.”
Photo, [Grandmother Cooley, Edith, Charlie].
Photo, “Edith [Cooley] at 18.”
Photo, “E[dith].J. Stickney.”
Photo, “Grandmother Stickney.”
Photo, “Grandmother Stickney.”
Photo, “Grandmother Cooley.”
Photo, “Grandmother Cooley.”
Photo, “Great Grandmother Cooley.”
Photo, “Henry Edward Cooley.”

Sept. 29, 1899
January 1900

Feb. 28 to
March 10, 1900

March 28 to
April 7, 1903

Date
1825
1896-1899
1889
1920
1925

1925

1925
1975, 1992

1863-[1944]
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
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Photo, “Henry Edward Cooley.”
Photo, “Henry Edward Cooley.”
Photo, “Henry Edward Cooley.”

Photo, “Miss May Allport, founder of the Junior
Amateur Musical Society.”

Photo, Unidentified man in [naval] uniform.
Photo, Unidentified man in [naval] uniform.
Photo, Two unidentified men in [naval] uniforms.
Photo, Unidentified man in [naval] uniform.
Photo, Unidentified man in [naval] uniform.

Photo, Unidentified woman and boy posing with
automobile.

Photo, Unidentified woman.
Photo, Unidentified man posing on porch.
Photo, Unidentified boy.

Photo, Two unidentified women with unidentified
man.

Photo, Unidentified baby.
Photo, Unidentified baby.

Photo, Three unidentified women, three unidentified
men, and three unidentified children posing by a
large rock.

Photo, Group portrait of boys (includes Clifford and
Brewster Stickney).

Photo, Group portrait of boys and girls (may include
Clifford and Brewster Stickney).

Post cards addressed to Mrs. Dwight (Mary) Graves.
Post cards addressed to Clifford Stickney.

Post cards addressed to Brewster Stickney.

Post card addressed to Miss May Allport.

Post card addressed to Katherine Cooley.

Post cards addressed to Mrs. Joseph (Edith) L. Stickney.
Post cards addressed to Miss Harriet Brettell.

Post cards addressed to Dwight Graves.
Blank/Unaddressed post cards.

Miscellaneous Ephemera.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
1889

[1863]
[1863]
[1863]
[1863]
1863

[1944]

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

1905-1910, n.d.

1906-1909
1909
1910
1910
1916-1940
1918

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.
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