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Lena Inverso Papers

Creator: Filomena (Lena) Juliano Inverso

Dates: 1943 — 1945

Quantity: 3 boxes (275 items)

Call Phrase: Inverso Papers

Provenance: Donated by Craig Bruns. ISM number: 2003.005
Processed by: Greg Giuliano, with Megan Hahn Fraser

Biographical Note:

Filomena Juliano, known as Lena, and her family were raised in south Philadelphia. She
had at least four brothers: Bill, Joe, Albert, and Ernest. She married Charles Inverso and
had four children, Philomena, Amelia, Diana, and Danny. The family lived at 925
Kimball Avenue, Philadelphia, PA during the period covered by the papers in this
collection.

Albert Juliano began serving in the United States Navy in October or November of 1943
at the age of eighteen. After basic training at the United States Naval Training Center in
Sampson, NY, the U.S. Naval Training Center in Newport, RI, and in Brooklyn NY at
the Bethlehem Steel Co., Albert served on the U.S.S. Knox from the time of its
commissioning in March 1944 until at least December 1945, the date of his last letter
included in this collection.

Joe Juliano, older brother of Albert and younger brother of Lena, joined the United States
Army in May 1943. He went through basic training at Camp Shelby, MS and served in
North Africa, Italy, and Southern France with the 69" Infantry and, towards the end of
the war, as a military police officer.

Ernest Juliano did not serve in the military, but lived at home with his mother, Erminia,
while working at the Sun Shipbuilding Co. in Chester, PA.

Scope and Content:
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The Lena Inverso Papers consist primarily of correspondence in the form of letters,
postcards, and V-Mail received from her younger brothers Joe and Albert written while
they served in the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy, respectively, between 1943 and 1945.

Albert Juliano wrote to his sister regularly during the time he spent in the Navy, often at a
rate of two or three letters per week. His letters describe his experiences in the Navy, his
impressions of various ports of call, and show concern with family affairs in
Philadelphia, particularly with the safety and well being of his brother Joe, serving with
the Army in Europe. They also offer insight into the maturation of young man away from
home for the first time.

Joe Juliano wrote to his sister with varying frequency, sometimes multiple letters in a
week, sometimes only once a month, commencing with the start of his basic training in
the Army at Camp Shelby, MS. Juliano served with the 69" Infantry and fought in North
Africa, at Anzio Beachhead, Rome, and in Southern France. His letters describe his
experiences in training and at war, as well as his impressions of the various places where
he served. A letter dated April 24, 1944 addresses a minor wound he sustained and his
sister’s reaction to the news of his injury. Many of his letters express interest in family
affairs at home in Philadelphia and the wish to return to be with his family and friends.

Also included in the collection are letters to Ernest Juliano from Albert and Joe. Letters
from Albert were mostly written during his basic training and concern his experiences in
training, furloughs and family matters. Letters from Joe describe combat experiences,
thoughts on German soldiers, and U.S. domestic politics in a more direct, frank manner
than in the letters he wrote to his sister, Lena.

The collection also includes letters received from Lena’s cousin Arimondo Savignano, an
Italian soldier being held as a prisoner of war at Camp Myles Standish, MA, his friend
and translator Antonio Martone, and her uncle Francestonio DeVico of Avellino, Italy.
Letters written to Lena’s mother Erminia Juliano by her brother Francestonio DeVico
describing the plight of his family in post-Fascist Italy are contained in the collection as
well.

Other items included in this collection are various personal papers of Lena Inverso and
her children Philomena and Amelia, and of her husband Charles Inverso, such as
employment documents from a number of shipyards in Philadelphia and Chester, a few
bills and receipts, and correspondence received between May 1943 and January 1945
from his brother William, who served in the United States Army.

Container List

Box 1.

Folder 1. Lena Inverso. Letters Received from Albert Juliano, 1943

Folder 2. Lena Inverso. Letters Received from Albert Juliano, Jan. 1944 — Feb. 1944
Folder 3. Lena Inverso. Letters Received from Albert Juliano, March — April 1944
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Folder 4. Lena Inverso.
Folder 5. Lena Inverso.
Folder 6. Lena Inverso.

Box 2.

Folder 1. Lena Inverso.
Folder 2. Lena Inverso.
Folder 3. Lena Inverso.
Folder 4. Lena Inverso.
Folder 5. Lena Inverso.
Folder 6. Lena Inverso.

Letters Received from Albert Juliano, June — August 1944
Letters Received from Albert Juliano, Sept. — Oct. 1944
Letters Received from Albert Juliano, Nov. 1944

Letters Received from Albert Juliano, Dec. 1944
Letters Received from Albert Juliano, 1945 and n. d.
Letters Received from Joe Juliano, May — Dec. 1943
Letters Received from Joe Juliano, Feb. — July 1944
Letters Received from Joe Juliano, Aug. — Jan. 1945
Letters Received from A. Savignano, F. deVico, and A.

Martone, 1944 — 1945

Folder 7. Lena Inverso
Folder 8. Lena Inverso
Folder 9. Lena Inverso
Folder 10. Lena Invers

. Letters Received, 1944

. Letters Sent/Retained Drafts, 1943 —1944 and n.d.
. Crozier Missionary Fathers certificate

o. Voter Registration card

Folder 11.“Spiritual Bouquets”

Box 3.

Folder 1. Charles Inverso. Letters Received from William Inverso, 1943 — 1945
Folder 2. Charles Inverso. Letters Received, 1943 — 1944

Folder 3. Charles Inverso. Employment Records

Folder 4. Charles Inverso. Bills and receipts

Folder 5. Charles Inverso. Rental Agreement

Folder 6. Charles Inverso. Identification cards

Folder 7. Charles Inverso. Memoranda

Folder 8. Ernest Juliano. Letters received from Albert Juliano, Dec. 1943 — April 1944

Folder 9. Ernest Julian

Folder 10. Ernest Juliano. Letters Received from W.L. Justice and Anthony Capo, 1944

Folder 11. Ernest Julia

o. Letters received from Joe Juliano, 1943 — 1944

no. Letters sent to Joe Juliano, n.d.

Folder 12. Erminia Juliano. Letters received, 1944

Folder 13. Philomena Inverso. Letters sent/retained drafts, n.d.
Folder 14. Philomena Inverso. Postal Savings Plan Book
Folder 15. Amelia Inverso. Postal Savings Plan Book

Folder 16. Inverso Family. Postcards

Folder 17. Inverso Family. Alienated Envelopes
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